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The following remarks were delivered by Rachel Levine, Executive Director of Nazareth
Housing, at the launch of New York City's Supportive Housing Preservation Program,
held at Park Avenue Thorpe in the Bronx:

Good morning and thank you for being here today.

Nearly 40 years ago, a group of Dominican Sisters deeply rooted in this community stepped
forward to save this building, Park Avenue Thorpe, from becoming another casualty of the
disinvestment and urban decay that affected so many neighborhoods in New York City.
Through their vision, determination, and unwavering commitment to their neighbors, they
transformed this property into 20 units of supportive housing for families experiencing
chronic homelessness.

In 2017, Nazareth Housing assumed ownership of the building through a merger, and we
have been proud to continue that legacy.

Over the decades, hundreds of families have called Park Avenue Thorpe home. For many,
this has been their first experience of stable housing after years of uncertainty. This
building has provided far more than shelter—it has provided safety, dignity, and the
foundation upon which families could rebuild their lives.

The site has also served as a hub for Nazareth Housing’s broader work in the community.
Our case management team operates from this location, supporting residents here and
throughout our larger Bronx community through our Housing Stability Support Program. We
also operate a food pantry that serves more than 200 households each week, helping
families meet basic needs and remain stably housed.

But as many nonprofit housing providers know, even the strongest mission cannot
overcome the realities of an aging building. Constructed in the 1930s, Park Avenue Thorpe
has significant rehabilitation needs. As a mission-driven nonprofit, we knew that preserving
this important community asset would require partnership.

That is why we are so grateful to be part of HPD’s Supportive Preservation Program. This
innovative initiative recognizes that preserving supportive housing is just as important as
creating new housing. New York City cannot solve its housing crisis without protecting the
homes that already provide stability, affordability, and critical supportive services to
vulnerable New Yorkers.



Through this program, Park Avenue Thorpe will undergo substantial rehabilitation to
address critical structural needs, improve energy efficiency, reduce operating costs, and
ensure that this building remains a high-quality home for generations to come. Just as
importantly, these investments will allow Nazareth Housing to focus our resources where
they matter most—supporting the families and individuals we serve.

We are deeply grateful Mayor Mamdami for his leadership in creating the Block-by-Block
roadmap, to Commissioner Dina Levy and the entire HPD team for their partnership. In
particular, | want to thank Dori McAuliffe and Jacob Hite for their guidance and
commitment in helping move this project forward.

This building stands as a testament to what is possible when government, nonprofit
organizations, and communities work together. We look forward to welcoming you back
when the rehabilitation is complete so you can see firsthand the impact this investment
will have on the families in Park Avenue Thorpe community.

Thank you.



